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Soft colors and elegant 
touches refresh a once-drab 
California cottage.
WRITER SARAH HALVERSON  
PHOTOGRAPHER EDMUND BARR   
FIELD EDITOR KAREN REINECKE

GEMhidden

Opposite: A semicustom farm table 
with breadboard ends serves as 
the dining spot for family meals. 
This photo: Once a blah box, the living 
room is visually interesting thanks to 
a new vaulted ceiling, built-ins by the 
fireplace, and paneling on the walls. 
Soft blues and greens with pops of 
blush pink are serene and calming. 
Muted tones make the furniture 
equally inviting. An upholstered 
coffee table features a built-in tray for 
a sturdy spot to set a plate or glass. 
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t This photo: In the breakfast nook, 
designer Hawlie Ohe opted for 
a cushioned bench on one side 
to maximize seating. A painting 
in seaside hues presides over 
the whole scene. Opposite, bottom 
left: The CornuFé range, with its 
heritage styling and bold brass 
hardware, is a showstopper. 
Cabinets are swathed in Benjamin 
Moore Silver Lake and capped with 
regal molding. Opposite, top right: 
Inside the front door is a drop zone 
for jackets and bags. Paneling, 
hooks, cabinets, and drawers make 
this little nook incredibly useful. 

The dreamiest of coastal cottages are small, charming, 
and cozy, but this one missed the mark until interior 
designer Hawlie Ohe took it in hand. “It should feel warm 
and inviting,” she says. Her clients’ 1950s jewel box on 
Manhattan Beach, California, was charming, but its 
cramped and dark interior felt too snug for the family  
of four.

The 2,170-square-foot house sits on a compact lot 
and building codes restricted any additions, so Ohe 
maximized the existing area through strategic changes. 
She vaulted the ceilings to give the living room extra 
volume and removed a wall to expand the kitchen and 
open the sight line from the front of the house to the back. 
The decision also freed up space for a powder room, so 
guests no longer had to use the children’s bathroom.  

Faced with rooms sorely lacking in storage and in need 
of architectural interest, Ohe and her team enriched 
every nook with a few special somethings. In the living 
room, high-gloss white paneling, built-in cabinets and 
shelves, exposed ceiling beams, and linen-textured 
wallpaper dress up the walls, increase the room’s storage, 

and impart old-house character. “A modern cottage needs 
to have those details,” Ohe says. “They bring empty walls 
to life.” 

Ohe ushered in texture and pattern through rugs and 
wallcoverings, while considering comfort and the home’s 
setting. “I love the idea of bringing the outdoors in and 
pulling inspiration from what’s in our backyard,” she 
says. Each room is awash in the colors of sea, sand, and 
sky. Wood elements have the worn, weathered look of 
driftwood. There’s even a statement chandelier crafted of 
capiz shells in one of the bedrooms. 

“You can do so much without changing a home’s square 
footage,” Ohe says. “The materials cohesively came 
together in a way more elevated than the homeowners 
originally thought was possible.” 
For resources, see page 95.
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Opposite: Tucked in the backyard is an accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU) that doubles as a play space for the kids and sleeping 
quarters for guests. A new wicker settee partners with an 
older sofa, end tables, and poufs, which were repurposed 
from the main house’s living room before the redesign. Above 
left: Rearranging the doorways removed one to the hallway 
and added one to an adjoining bedroom so both girls’ rooms 
now have access to the bath. Brass repeats in the pendants, 
mirrors, faucets, and hardware as a warm accent. Above right: 
The primary bedroom is serene in its modernity. The sinuous 
curves of the headboard are tempered by the rectangular 
lines of the nightstands. Sea-glass green covers the walls 
in linenlike texture and also appears on a pillow and vase—
just the color to meld with the sandy hues elsewhere.
Left: In one daughter’s room, Ohe elevated a soft 
blush with a coastal palette of taupe, white, and sea-
glass green. “The pink needed to be a pink that 
could grow and mature with her,” Ohe says.

“I LOVE THE IDEA OF BRINGING THE 
OUTDOORS IN AND PULLING 

INSPIRATION FROM WHAT’S 
IN OUR BACKYARD.”

—interior designer Hawlie Ohe


